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VILLAGE OF CORINTH 

LOCAL LAW NO. 3 OF 2026 

A LOCAL LAW IMPOSING A TEMPORARY MORATORIUM PROHIBITING THE 

REVIEW, APPROVAL OF APPLICATIONS, AND GRANTING OF BUILDING AND 

OTHER MUNICIPAL PERMITS FOR DATA STORAGE FACILITIES AND BATTERY 

ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS IN THE VILLAGE OF CORINTH 

Be it hereby enacted by the Village board of the Village of Corinth 

Section 1. Purpose and Intent. 

 It is the purpose and intent of the Village Board of the Village of Corinth to protect the 

public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the Village of Corinth (“Village”) by 

restricting the development of battery energy storage systems and data storage facilities within 

the Village for a limited period of times to allow the Village Board to analyzes and considers 

potential appropriate revisions and amendments to the Village Zoning Code regarding the 

development of battery energy storage systems and data centers.    

Section 2. Legislative Findings  

(a) The State of New York has, as a matter of public policy, encouraged the development 

of facilities for the generation of renewable energy, including but not limited to 

battery energy storage facilities.  While the Village Board finds that to better 

effectuate the purposes and intent of the Village Code and the Village’s 

Comprehensive Plan dated April 13, 2015 concerning quality of life issues, 

community growth, zoning, plan site review, and industrial development in the 

community, and further, to ensure that said Code and the Village’s Comprehensive 

Plan reflect and address the impacts of the past evolution of development in the 

Village upon the current general welfare of its residents, it is deemed necessary to 

temporarily prohibit the issuance of permits or approvals allowing battery energy 

storage systems and data storage facilities. 

 

(b) The Village Board recognizes the impact that this type of development may have on 

the health, safety and general welfare of the Village, its inhabitants and visitors and 

upon the existing uses, public services, traffic and the environment in general.  The 

Village Board further recognizes the lack of information regarding these facilities and 

their impact on the environment and the need for further study. Specifically, The 

Battery Energy Storage Systems (“BESS”) are an emerging component of the 

evolving energy landscape and may offer benefits related to grid reliability, energy 

management, and the integration of renewal energy resources.  However, BESS 

facilities have unique characteristics including but not limited to their scale, 

technology, siting requirements, and issues relating to fire safety and emergency 

response.  Similarly, Data Storage Facilities consist of buildings containing numerous 

servers, which have a high demand for energy, cooling, and water mechanisms, and 
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can result in disturbing noise generation.  The Village Board recognizes the potential 

impact of BESS and Data Storage Facilities on the Village’s infrastructure, 

environment, public health and safety, and community character.  Pending adoption 

of any updated zoning regulations that result as a consequence, it is therefore 

necessary for the Village Board to take reasonable, temporary measures to suspend 

the review and approval of any land use applications and issuance of permits relating 

to the construction and development of battery energy storage systems and data 

centers within the Village in order to protect the public interest and welfare.  Projects 

currently under construction and projects that have received final Planning board 

approval are not subject to this moratorium.     

 

(c) This moratorium will permit the Village Board adequate time in which to evaluate 

and draft updated and necessary legislation to allow for proper and authorized 

regulation of BESS and Data Storage Facilities within the Village.  During the term 

of the moratorium, the Village Board shall work to evaluate, prepare and, if needed, 

to eventually adopt revised or additional land use provisions and regulatory processes 

to provide for and promote the safety, health, protection and general welfare of the 

persons and property in the Village of Corinth.  

Section 4 Definitions. 

BATTER ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS)– one or more devices, assembled together, 

capable of storing energy in order to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include 

stand-alone 12-volt car batteries, electric motor vehicles, or any battery energy storage unit used 

on residential property for the benefit of such property only.   

DATA STORAGE FACILITY (DATA CENTER FACILITY) – any secure physical building 

that houses a company’s or organizations’ critical Information Technology (IT) infrastructure, to 

include, but not be limited to, computer servers, storage systems, and networking equipment 

used to store, process, and manage data for applications and services like websites, cloud 

services, and business operations. 

VILLAGE BOARD – the Board of Trustees of the Village of Corinth 

Section 5. Moratorium. 

 Pursuant to the statutory authority vested in the Village to regulate and control land use 

and to protect the health, safety, and welfare of its residents, effective immediately and 

continuing for a period of twelve (12) months following the date on which this local law is filed 

with the Secretary of State, there is hereby a moratorium on the submission and processing of 

new as of yet unfiled and all pending applications for any and all applications for building 

permits, site plan approvals, special use permits, subdivision approvals, variances or any other 

municipal approvals for BESS and Data Storage Facilities within the Village, pending the 

Village Board’s completion of adoption of revised zoning regulations related thereto. 
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 Projects currently under construction and projects that have received final Village 

Planning Board approval as of the effective date of this local law are not subject to this 

moratorium.  

Section 6. Variance. 

 A. Any person may apply to the Village Board for a variance from this local law.  

Upon submission of an application for a variance to the Village Board and after a public hearing, 

the Village Board may, in its discretion, render a determination that this local law would impose 

extraordinary hardship upon a landowner or developer and that a variance from this law will not 

be a detriment to the public health, safety and welfare or to the residents of the Village, or 

present any significant adverse environmental impacts. All such applications will be referred to 

the Planning Board for its recommendation and shall thereafter be returned to the Village Board 

for a public hearing and final decision on the application. For purposes of this local law, 

extraordinary hardship shall not be (1) the mere concern that regulations may be changed or 

adopted, or (2) the mere delay in being permitted to make an application or waiting for a decision 

on an application during the period of this moratorium. 

 B. Procedure.  Upon submission of an application for a variance, the Village Board 

shall, within forty-five (45) days of receipt of a completed application, schedule a Public Hearing 

on said application upon five (5) days written notice in the official newspaper of the Village.  

The Village Board shall, within thirty (30) days of the close of the Public Hearing, render its 

decision either granting, denying, granting in part or denying in part, the application for a 

variance.  

 C. Standard of Review.  In reviewing an application for a variance based upon a 

claim of extraordinary hardship, the Village Board shall consider the following criteria: 

 (1) The extent to which the proposed development activity would cause significant 

environmental harm, adversely impact surrounding natural resource areas, public health, 

comfort, or safety concern and/or have a negative impact on the Village. 

 (2) Whether the moratorium will expose a property owner to substantial monetary 

liability to a third person or would leave the property owner completely unable, after a thorough 

review of alternative solutions, to have a reasonable alternative use of the property.   

Section 7. Termination and Extension. 

 The moratorium period will commence on the date on which this section becomes 

effective and will expire twelve months later.  The Village Board may, by resolution, terminate 

this moratorium prior to its expiration, or alternatively, extend the moratorium for a two 

additional twelve (12) month periods, as the Village Board, in its sole discretion, deems 

necessary to properly analyze and study the impact of BESS and Data Storage Facilities within 

the Village under the Village’s existing zoning code and allow for the adoption of any zoning 

amendments deemed necessary.  

Section 8.   Supersession of Inconsistent Laws 
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 The Village Board hereby declares the legislative intent to supersede any provision of 

any local law, rule, or regulation and any provision of the New York State Village Law, to the 

extent it may be inconsistent with same and be permitted by the New York State Constitution, 

the State Municipal Home Rule Law, or any other applicable statute.   

Section 9. Severability. 

 Any section, paragraph, subdivision, or provision of this local law that shall be 

determined by a court of law as invalid or unconstitutional shall not impair the validity of other 

sections, paragraphs, subdivisions or provisions of this local law as a whole.  The extent that the 

same shall be considered applicable and effective and that only such part so decided to be invalid 

or unconstitutional shall be considered ineffective. 

Section 10. Effective Date. 

 This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


